FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

bravery which either put the men to shame, or fired them with
new courage and enthusiasm.

No one suffered more than the Spanish woman from the hard-
ships of the war. No one endured them with greater fortitude.
If she lost a son at the front she would hide her grief for the sake
of those left behind. When the others were old enough she was
the first to remind them of their duty to their country. She
brought up the young ones in a hatred of that Fascism which had
destroyed her heart and her home. In the food queues, where she
would wait long hours for a meagre ration of lentils or rice, or,
perhaps, on more fortunate days, a small piece of fish, she would
turn like a wild beast on any member of the Fifth Column who
tried to exploit her hunger by suggesting that there was no
alternative but surrender. During the bread famines, which
sometimes lasted ten days in succession, the agents provocateurs
never succeeded, in any part of loyalist territory, in organizing
the women for a single meeting of protest.

Whenever fresh soldiers were needed, the best recruiting
sergeants were always the women. (Sometimes they had to be
prevented from insulting, in a mood of patriotic fervour, the
young men on leave walking about the streets in mufti.) They
used up their remaining strength in organizing the despatch of
food to the front and to armament factories, and sifter the inter-
national scheme of "Standard Parcels" was adopted, it was the
women who made up the packets and distributed them. At every
meeting calling for resistance until the invaders were driven out
of Spain, the women were the best propagandists. For members
of the International Brigade it will be long before the memory1-,,
fades of that afternoon when Barcelona bade them farewell;
and of the multitude of girls who covered them with flowers, who
flung their arms round their necks and kissed them with the
gratitude of a country betrayed by the democratic Governments,
but proud in the knowledge that the finest citizens of the world
had gone out to fight and die in its cause.

But it was not merely in her capacity for emotion and sacrifice
that the Spanish woman rose to the full height of her powers.
For the first time in the history of Spain, she undertook work of
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